j8o                     LIFE AND SPORT

for there is no call so joyous as that of the plains to the hills
in autumn. To the civil servant of Government there is all
the busy touring winter when families have rejoined him,
and the interludes when snipe and duck and partridge
abound, and the curling smoke of the camp-fires brings back
many memories. The Indian traders and all who make
their harvest in the summer season are leaving. Simla and
Darjeeling may discharge their population by the winding
mountain railway, but to other places and even to the
masses of Simla it means the roadway, by shrine and rock
and long bazaar, with strings of bullock- and pony-carts, of
odd and snarling camels, of peasant and coolie families, of
pimps and panders, of lepers in the roadway shoving their
poor stumps in the faces of the kindly, fearsome lest the
police take them to the asylum; such a come and go as
must be seen to be believed.

Up in the curling looping railway where the quality
journey, there is a new feature. During the last few years
the Indian has seen the wisdom of escaping from the stifling
plains and he too brings his family to the hills, buying and
building many cottages and bungalows. Further it has
become the fashion for the timorous purdah lady to come to
the hills for her chrysalis act and there emerge from the veil
among the other emancipated ones, return to the plains in
the autumn as bold as brass, having actually perhaps gone
in to dinner on a white man's arm, and found he did not
want to stare her out of countenance. And very attractive
and charming some of them are, and the daughters of the
intelligentsia come with their papas to the Parliament session
at Simla. Members of Parliament are rum fish to look at
all the world over, but their daughters far otherwise and the
Indian lasses follow the rule, and have learnt to dance too,
so that in a few years you won't see their heels for the dust.

In the hill cantonments where the British soldier comes
o* summer-time for his health and more vigorous climbing
and training than he really cares about, and the little Mongol
Gurkhas live, the autumn moves are stirring things. There